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Minutes of the Old Lawrencian’s Association Committee Meeting, held at 4 p.m. in the 

Prep Hall (Junior School) at the Lawrence School, Lovedale

Members Present:

Mr. Joseph John  – President

Ms. Rukhmini Krishnan  – Vice President

Mr. E John Philipose  – Secretary

Mr. P. Ravikumar  –  Treasurer

Ms. Deepika Medappa  – Member

The President invited the outgoing committee members as well as Ms. Sandya Kuttappa and 

Mr. Uday Kumar Belraj to join the meeting. The outgoing members that attended were 

Mr. John K Paul, Mr. T T Job, Ms. Elizabeth Belliappa, Mr. Rameek Singh and Dr. Tarun 

Chabra

1)  The outgoing President Mr. John K Paul reiterated the Vision and Mission statement of the 

OLA to the new committee and emphasized on the importance of networking within the 

OL community. This, he said, will create a strong and participatory OL community.

2)  The outgoing Vice President Mr. T T Job, elaborated on the OLA Rules passed at the  

AGM prior to this meeting.

3)  Mr. Job informed the members regarding merchandise vendors, Alma Mater and 

Campus Mall, who will pay the OLA 25% of the order value placed by an OL. He said that 

all OLs should be periodically informed about purchasing merchandise through these two 

vendors. Also, the vendors should be reminded regularly to remit the commission to the 

OLA bank account. These vendors would also be hosted on the App being developed by 

the Association.

4)  Mr. Job mentioned that currently the OL records are in a cupboard in the school’s archives 

and requested the new committee members to spend some time and segregate the 

records.

5)  Mr. John K Paul suggested that the committee request the HM to allot the OLA a room on 

the school premises; to be used as a store room for stocking merchandise.

6)  It was decided to hold four committee meetings for the year 2015-16, with this meeting 

being the first one. A minimum of three members should be present for the committee 

meetings. This would be in compliance with the TN Societies Act as well as the OLA 

bylaws and rules.

7)  Mr. Joseph John suggested January 30th 2016 as the date for the OL lunch for the 

outgoing 12 std. students. As done in the previous years, it was decided that the lunch 

would be hosted at Ooty Club.

8)  There was a suggestion to raise the OLA life membership fee from the present 

Rs. 2,500/- to Rs 5,000/- for new members. However, a consensus was not reached as 

members present felt that further discussions on this were needed before bringing this to 

the attention of the General Body.
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Joseph John heads the Office of Projects and Alumni Relations at school. Jojo, as he 
popularly known, is also the current OLA president. He can be reached at 
jojo@thelawrenceschool.org or +91 94865 61497.

If you contribute, please inform Jojo so that he can keep track of it. Also, let him know if you 
have a special project in mind. If you are couriering your contribution, please use Speed or 
registered post or DTDC couriers only.

Information for sending in your contributions is as under

Administrative

Please email Arjun Rajaratnam (SUM, 1976), at , arjunrajaratnam@yahoo.com
and Joseph John at  with your contribution informationjojo@thelawrenceschool.org,
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Our sincere thanks to Gautam Joshi, Radhika Vaz, Anuli Katakam and Ekom Mamik for 

contributing their time and material.

Thomas Mookken and Sandy Kutappa put together and edited the the newsletter, while 

Vidya Srikanth and Sandy Kutappa laid out the sections. 

We are seeking volunteers to help make this newsletter more relevant and useful 

for all OLs. If you wish to help, please email us at contact@theoldlawrencian.org

Administrative

sandy@oldlawrencians.org

office@oldlawrencians.org
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Class Notes

1939

1938

Rahel Joseph (DEO, 1994) had a serendipitous encounter with Moira 

Breen (DEO) which would blow any Lawrencian's socks off! In her words - 

”It was Saturday and a crisp beautiful Chicago morning. My girls Saira, Mia 

and my dog Ben and I are sitting outdoors at our local bakery enjoying a 

cup of hot chocolate when we notice Moira walking out with several bags in 

her hands. She was happy to accept our offer of help so we carried her 

bags to the parking garage and got talking along the way. I was pleasantly surprised to hear 

that she should even know where Kerala is! We exchanged contact details and soon enough 

there she was in my inbox with an account of her days in South India.  A week or two later we 

had an invitation to tea when we got to hear more about her especially through a part of a book 

called THE WAY WE ARE written by her as also others from her community. The title of her 

story is 'NEVER GIVE IN' (sounded familiar but no penny dropped) until I read her story. To my 

delight, I read that she attended Lawrence School, Lovedale in the 1930s. 

All you need to do is google THE WAY WE ARE by MOIRA BREEN and you 

too can read about her remarkable journey via Lawrence School. It 

sounds quite the same down the ages….its Spartan lifestyle, its 

discipline, its parades and its homesick children! Around where I am 

there is no Lawrencian as far as the eye can see, and yet I get to bump into 

one in the course of a leisurely morning.  A chance encounter? Maybe or 

maybe not!!”

1950
1959

1959

Sunil Gulvadi (ARA) passed away in Madras due to a myocardial infarction. He leaves 

behind his wife and 3 children. Our condolences to the family. Sunil Gulvadi was in the same 

batch with Narender Malik and Shanti Sagar. He was loved and admired by so many. May 

his soul rest in peace.

1960
1969

1963

TT Potenkulam (SUM) passed away after a short illness in Kanjirapalli, Kerala. He was 

cousin and uncle to numerous old Lawrencians that include TV Pottenkulam (SUM, 1963) 

and Teresa George (DEO, 1958) amongst them.
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1960
1969

1961

"An Evening to Remember Nomita" was organised by the Bangalore chapter of OLA on 20 

June 2015. Apart from the Bangaloreans, Johnny Paul (OLA President Emeritus) and his 

daughter Sarah attended the function. Nomita's children, Shonali Chandy Chinniah and Vidur 

Chandy were present.

Nomita Chandy (CHA) has been OLA President and Member of the School Board. In 

recognition of her social work, she was awarded a Padma Shri. She was always active in school 

and OLA affairs.

Nomita will be greatly missed. May her soul rest in peace.

1970
1979

1970

Elizabeth Beena Belliappa (DEO) had the last of her 

fold tying the knot in May this year. There was a 

fabulous turn out of OLs who braved the rains to attend 

the wedding. We wish the couple eternal marital bliss. 

1975

Francis Joseph (VIN) passed away in Bombay few months ago after his brother Jose Joseph’s 

(VIN, 1980) demise. Losing two members within a short span of time must have been 

traumatic for the family. Our prayers and thoughts are with them.
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1980
1989

1979

Col. Naveen Kochar (ARA) is featured on youtube, being awarded and interviewed for the 

Facility Management Wall of Fame. Col. Naveen Kochar, Country Director Operations, 

Director-Infrastructure, Hitachi Consulting has been awarded on the 63rd Facility 

Management Leadership Award 2015 for excellence in the field.

To know more -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o26T1r0If_o&feature=youtu.be

1980

Jose Joseph (VIN) left us too soon. Jose aka Torty tragically in June this year, succumbed to 

surgical complications and passed away. He will be greatly missed.

1981

Kairus F. Irani (SUM) The youngest son of late F.K. Irani and founder of Ideal Jawa factory, 

passed away following brief illness. Kairus leaves behind his sister Morvarid, brother Raian F. 

Irani and a host of relatives and friends. Kairus’s demise leaves a void in the lives of many.

1982 

Cmdr. Philipose George Pynumootil (SUM) recounts 5 Classmates and 3 wives who went on 

an adventure of a lifetime. He says “A disparate group of super achievers. Our head boy, who 

got married a week ago, with his amazing wife, a New York property tycoon, an IIT and 

Wharton business school software magnate, a hotshot publisher, a construction guy with a 

college to boot and a cashew king. With one thing in common - a passion to challenge their 

physical limits. Each of them have reached the pinnacle in their fields... All that remained was 

a different challenge - of the physical kind. 

I was privy to their frenetic preparations. Getting their gear which had to be just right. Working 

out, steadily improving their fitness levels. The gals keeping pace perfectly, with single 

minded focus. 

Kilimanjaro stands at some 20,000 ft. Temperatures dip steadily to - 15 deg at the peak. It's 

one of the few peaks you can climb without ropes and pitons. Climbing Kilimanjaro needs 

physical fitness and they say - A huge reserve of will 

power and mental toughness. 

80 of us on our class whatsapp group would monitor 

their progress at each stage. They carried our school 

flag which was hoisted on the peak.

Our school motto will spur them on just perfectly! 

‘NEVER GIVE IN’.”

The brave ones of the 1982 batch were - Sashi 

Reddi (VIN), Sumark Desi (VIN), Ravi Kant Badruka 

(ARA), Krishnadev Rao (VIN), and Rajiv Kumar 

(VIN).The enviable spouses were Ashwini Reddi,  

Vandana Badruka and Vallary Puri.

Proud of you guys!
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2000
2009

2002

Balakrishna Shenoy (NIL) departed this earthly realm too young and too soon. Sadly, this 

young, much loved Lawrencian lost his battle with cancer a few months ago. May his soul 

rest in peace. 
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2005
2009

2005

Thimmaiah A. B. (ABT) (SUM) has said goodbye to 

his bachelor days and taken the plunge with Ritchika 

D'souza in May this year. The wedding saw several of 

his classmates and other OLs celebrate this new 

phase in his life. We wish the couple a long and 

happy married life. 
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